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The digitization mechanism at the National Center for Manuscripts in
Adrar and its role in collecting, inventorying and preserving manuscripts
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Abstract:

This research seeks to introduce the
National Center for Manuscripts in the state
of Adrar in the southwest of Algeria, and
to identify its position on the mechanism
of digitization, and to indicate its role in
collecting manuscripts, and its contributions
to their inventory and cataloging, through
field standing on the practical work of
the center, with the aim of discovering its
efforts in collecting distributed manuscripts
In various treasuries, and in various regions
of the national territory, as well as learning
about the method of preserving them.

Among the most important results reached
through this study is that the National
Center for Manuscripts is considered a
public cultural institution that undertakes
a number of tasks, including: collecting
manuscripts, inventorying them, restoring,
indexing and preserving them Digitization
technology has contributed to upgrading
the centers tasks and developing its
services, as it is a pioneering experience
in the field of preserving cultural
heritage, digital archiving, and digitized
manuscripts.

Keywords: digitization, manuscript center,
role, collection, treasuries, preservation.
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Study and Verification of Arabic Manuscripts in West African
Scientific Research Centers
(The efforts and impacts of the Ahmad Baba Institute for Higher Education and Islamic Research in Mali as model)

(Descriptive Approach)
Dr. Mohamed DIAGAYETE

Associate Professor and Director General of the Ahmad Baba Institute for Higher
Studies and Islamic Research in Timbuktu (IHERI-ABT) Mali

Dr. Gouro N ‘DIAYE

Assistant Professor and Responsible for Master’s program in the Department of Arab
Studies and Research at the University of Arts and Humanities (ULSHB)/Mali. Deputy-

chief of the Arabic and Ajami Manuscripts Laboratory in the same Department

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the status of Arabic manuscripts in scientific research
centers in West African countries (formerly known as Western Sudan), such as Mali,
Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Niger, Nigeria, and its neighboring Muslim regions. It aim
also at showing the efforts and impact of the Ahmad Baba Institute for Higher Education
and Islamic Research in Mali, notably in studying and investigating these manuscripts
within its territory, based on the cultural heritage of the Arab Islamic civilization that
reigned in the region for more than twelve hundred years before the arrival of European
colonizers.The importance of the study is reflected in the importance of the manuscripts
themselves. For it can make the Institute a link between the past of Arab-Islamic
civilization in the region and its present through what the Institute will collect, preserve,
protect, verify, translate, teach from precious manuscripts or reveal and disseminate
to humanity in various fields of science and knowledge. Moreover, the Institute could
also make of the Timbuktu manuscripts and others in the region, relevant tools in the
redefinition of the national identities of West Africa’s Children.

Thus, the study is based on a complex central problem: How fare important is the
presence of Arabic manuscripts in West African countries. To what extent are scientific
research centers in the region generally dealing with them? What are the efforts and
effects of the Ahmad Baba Institute of Higher Education and Islamic Research in
the Republic of Mali in collecting, preserving, maintaining, studying, researching,
translating, and teaching manuscripts in particular? Thus, simple inductive analytical
descriptive approach was followed to address its elements and it was divided as follow:
Introduction, three sections, conclusion, sources and references.

Keywords: Cultural heritage of the Arab-Islamic civilization - Arabic and Ajami manuscripts in west Soudan-
Manuscript research centers in West Africa - Study and verification of manuscripts - Ahmad Baba Institute of
Higher Education and Islamic Research in Mali- Redefinition of the national identity of West Africa’s Children.
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An article entitled: “The reality and importance of manuscripts in Mali”
Prepared by Dr. Brehima Kante

Abstract

One of the greatest treasures of sub-Saharan Africa is the Mali manuscripts, as they are
a handwritten document that has cultural, scientific and historical value for the people
of Mali. And because it is a heritage that enabled Mali to contribute to the advancement
of human sciences thanks to its characteristics, importance and cultural-scientific value
in various fields of life, which is a huge wealth that needs to be investigated. This is
not surprising, because the geographical location of Mali confirms to us that the city of
Timbuktu was a gateway to civilized friction between the northern region of Mali and
the Islamic and Western worlds.

Today, the number of Mali manuscripts is 38,732 distributed between the headquarters
of the Ahmed Baba Institute for Postgraduate Studies and Islamic Research in Timbuktu,
and its branch in Bamako, the capital of Mali. I mean as confirmed to me by the Director
General of the Institute, “Mohamed Diagayeté», a graduate of Al-Zeitouna University
in Tunisia, there are 10,487 manuscripts in Timbuktu, and 28,245 manuscripts in the
capital.

The field of manuscripts enabled peoples to discover their Malian identity thanks to
what Mali possesses in this field of ancient documents and books, which were spread
among mosques, offices, hallways, families and other places, as a heritage that must be
taken care of so that it does not disappear, even though our ancestors were the first to
spread knowledge and knowledge. In a sense, on the one hand, that Mali has taken the
first positive steps to take care of the written heritage, but the road ahead is long and the
task is huge.

Perhaps it is appropriate to discuss the reality of this heritage and its importance in
today»s Malian society. Thus, on the other hand, there is no doubt that today>s Mali is
completely lacking in modern technology, and that it is not satisfied with simply placing
manuscripts in libraries, as it was to imitate what the ancestors invented, but rather it
must make technology part of the field of heritage study to support the provision of the
causes of culture, knowledge, capabilities for growth, and competencies on creativity
and innovation. And all this is in order to develop this huge heritage around the world,
and to have a high position, especially in our Islamic world today, which is famous for
human, financial and scientific capabilities, with which we can guarantee our scientific
research efforts and technical progress in it, in addition to success in addressing the
various causes of illiteracy and underdevelopment, and in clarifying features of the
Islamic identity and personality.

From this standpoint, I tried to address a problem, based on addressing this topic in order to



Accordingly, one of the most important
findings and suggestions of this research
is that the Mali manuscripts are still
distributed in many places. They must be
known before examining their texts for
development and public interest.

Knowing that some international
organizations and countries are seeking
to support and develop the field of these
manuscripts and protect them from loss,
therefore Mali must continue to issue laws
related to manuscript heritage, and seek
in particular to strengthen its relations
with Arab countries that are famous for
serving this heritage, and international
organizations in order to providing
opportunities for successful academic
research and to introduce the identity of
the Malian people at the global level.

highlight the extent of Mali>s contribution
to the advancement of human knowledge
with huge manuscripts, which assures us
of the existence of a relationship between
Mali and other peoples concerned with
this type of heritage. This calls for an
examination of the documents and the
positions of scholars on the manuscript
heritage.

Therefore, such research is not without
importance related to the reality of the
Mali state, and it defines for us a pattern
of its identity.

Of course, this research aims to highlight
the value of the manuscripts, their status,
importance, characteristics, and ways to
protect them according to a clear plan, which
shows us the possibility of highlighting the
link between Mali and Islam in the service
of the manuscripts, and to other countries
through its geographical location.

p. PRV
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(3) I think that Ahmad Baba was born on the 21st of
dhu al-hijja 963 / 26 October 1556 in Timbuktu in
a family of qadis (judges) and scholars. Both his
father, Ahmad, and his paternal uncle Abu Bakr
took charge of his early education, teaching him
to read and recite the Qur’an. Growing up in the
Timbuktu of the middle of the 16th century, the
time of its cultural and intellectual height meant
that Ahmad Baba did not have to travel far to
pursue a higher education in the Islamic disci-
plines. He studied for ten years under Muham-
mad Bagayogo al-Wangari, with whom he read
the classical texts of tafsir (exegesis), figh (law),
hadith (traditions of the Prophet), nahw (gram-
mar), tawhid (theology) and tasawwuf (mysti-
cism). He completed his education under the tutel
age of other great intellectuals of the city, such as
the qadi al-Aqib b. Muhammad Aqit and Ahmad
b. Sa’id...”. Meltzer (Lalou), Hooper (Lindsay)
and klinghardt (Gerald): A catalogue of selected
manuscripts from the exhibition. Timbuktu Script
and Scholarship, 2008. P. 21.
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(1) Institut des hautes études et de recherches islamique
Ahmed Baba. Le Cinquentenaires de L’THERI-
ABT, un heuron au service de la collecte, de la
conservation et de l’exploitation des maniscrits
anciens. Deuxiéme Edition, juin 2021. Pp. 19-40.
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(1) Alfadoulou (Abdoulaye): Contribution a I’archivage
¢lectronique et a la valorisation des maniscrits
ouest-africains en langue arabe. Thése de doctorat
de I'université de Lion 2. 2019. P. 32.
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(1) “Lors de la crise malienne de 2012 et 2013,
d’importants dommages ont été causés sur le
patrimoine culturel du pays. A Tombouctou,
4.203 manuscrits ont été bralés ou volés au sein
de I’Institut des Hautes Etudes et de Recherches
Islamiques Ahmed Baba (IHERI-ABT). Les com-
munautés locales organisées autour de ’ONG SA-
VAMA-DCI (sauvegarde et valorisation des man-
uscrits pour la défense de la culture islamique),
ont pu exfiltrer de Tombouctou la quasi-totalité
des manuscrits, dont 22.450 de 'THERI-ABT. 11
demeure cependant confronté a de nombreux défis
aujourd’hui a savoir”... Visitez: https:/fr.unesco.
org/fieldoffice/bamako/formation _manuscrits.
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abstract:

The importance of bibliographic control of manuscripts and its role in Making
them available (With reference to Sudanese manuscripts at the National Archives)

Introduction:

There are many sources of information in the institutions of their preservation, and
their forms and methods of classification and organization vary, but manuscripts
are one of the most important of these sources and researchers and historians
rely on them in their various scientific writings. It and its contents can only be
accessed by classifying and organizing them according to the rules and principles
followed in this regard.

Search problem:

Bibliographic control is one of the most important means of organizing and making manuscripts
available in their places of preservation and difficult to obtain and their contents in the event that
the concerned authorities neglect to classify and organize these manuscripts. the study discusses

the problems of bibliographic control and its importance in the processes of availability.

Research Questions:

- The extent to which the bibliographic control of manuscripts contributes to their
availability and access

- How bibliographic control helps to show the value of scientific and cognitive
manuscripts

- Are there any manuscripts in the Sudanese National Archives?
- Is a bibliographic control of the manuscripts of the Archives House in Sudan?

Research Objectives:
- Introducing manuscripts and their importance

- Clarify the great role played by bibliographic control in the organization,
arrangement and availability

- Introducing the Sudanese Archives’ manuscript holdings

Importance of Research:

The importance of the research lies in the importance of the manuscripts
themselves and the need to classify them, as the importance of the research comes
in introducing the importance of bibliographic control in the process of availability.

Research Methodology:

The research adopts the historical method, the descriptive analytical method, and
the case study method.

Keywords: Bibliographic control - Manuscripts - Accessibility - Sudanese
manuscripts.
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